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FROM EMBASSY DOHA 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EFIN QA 

SUB J : FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO CONSIDERS BRANCH IN DOHA 
REF: KUWAIT 3531 

1. WE INFORMED BY DIRECTOR MINECON THAT FIRST CHICAGO CORP 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN ROBERT ABBOUD DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY OF FNBC 
BRANCH IN DOHA DURING MEETING WITH GOQ MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND ECONOMY SEPT 2. DIRECTOR, WHO WAS PRESENT AT MEETING, 

SAID SHAYKH NASSER REACTED FAVORABLY BUT POINTED OUT THAT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCH DECISIONS LIE WITH MINFINANCE. EMBOFF 
ASKED DIRECTOR ABOUT GOQ'S "ONE COUNTRY, ONE BANK" RULE 
MENTIONED REFTEL AND WAS TOLD THAT WHILE THIS IS CASE, 
EXCEPTIONS CAN BE MADE. DIRECTOR ADDED THAT ABBOUD MADE 
VERY FAVORABLE IMPRESSION ON SHAYKH NASSER. 

2. WE ORIGINALLY HEARD ABBOUD CANCELLED DOHA LEG OF TRIP 
BECAUSE IT COINCIDED WITH DAY OF MOURNING FOR FORMER RULER, 
SHAYKH ALI (KUWAIT 3767). DIRECTOR SAID HE DECIDED ON 3 
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HOUR STOP-OVER AT LAST MINUTE. HE DID NOT SEE FINANCE MINISTER 
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SHAYKH ABDUL AZIZ. 

3. ABDUL AZIZ HAS NOT RETURNED TO DOHA FROM IMF MEETING AND 
WE UNABLE DETERMINE WHAT ACTUAL PROSPECTS ARE FOR FNBC. 

WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO AVAILABLE DEPT OR BEIRUT. 

MAU 
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